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ROEBOURNE, NEGLECTED CHILDREN 

585. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the Minister for the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne: 
Hon John Fischer just asked the following question - 

that the Pilbara native title office allows Aboriginal people to gather and consume alcohol in its office 
yard in the main street of Roebourne.  That creates not only a negative impact in the town of Roebourne 
but also leads to neglect of Aboriginal children. 

A most pathetic answer was given - 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  This is not debatable. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  I am asking a question. 
The PRESIDENT:  Yes, but the honourable member is not to comment and refer to answers as being 
unsatisfactory as part of a subsequent question. 
Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Will the minister look into the children who are being neglected, given that this is 
occurring in his area, given that these are Western Australian children, and given that the Gordon inquiry 
received huge headlines and its recommendations were said to be followed by this Government?  I ask that the 
minister follow up this matter. 
Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 
As Minister for the Pilbara, I have taken the opportunity, with the Government, of championing a comprehensive 
enhancement strategy for the Roebourne community.  The Pilbara Development Commission will coordinate a 
comprehensive response of all of the agencies - state, local and federal - in that community to look at the overall 
amenities, such as housing.  The issues raised by Hon John Fischer and Hon Robyn McSweeney are legitimate 
concerns for the parliamentary representatives of the area and for the wider community.  I accept the answer that 
was given, that the native title representative body is, in the end, accountable to the federal Government, but as 
Minister for the Pilbara I will refer this issue to the development commission team that is working locally to try 
to improve the overall amenities and social wellbeing of everybody within the Roebourne community and see 
whether the issues raised can be tackled and addressed through that forum.  I thank the honourable members for 
raising that issue and I hope that their understandable concerns can be dealt with in an effective way through that 
process.  
 


